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Report on Special Joint-Seminar Tour to Tokyo
Pen Pichsaly*

In my three days trip to Tokyo | had an opportunity to
visit different places such as Ministry of Justice Research
and Training Institute, the Supreme Court of Japan, the
United Nation Asia and Far East Institute for the Prevention
of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (UNAFEI), the

iet Building and the National Diet Library, the Judicial
Training Institute of the Supreme Court and the Tokyo
Prefectural Hall.

The first day, Thursday July 26, at 11 am we visited the
Ministry of Justice Research and Training Institute. After
listening a short report by an officer in charge of Legal
Technical Assistance | am more understanding the
organization of the Ministry of Justice and perspective on
Japanese Legal Technical Assistance to other Asian countries
especially to Cambodia. | am very happy to know that there
is some of Cambodian legal officers who have participated in
the training course hosted by the institute.

The same day afternoon at 2 pm we went to the Supreme
Court of Japan. At that time | have a great opportunity to
meet a courteous Supreme Court Justice Hiroharu Kitagawa
at his Chamber. | feel more proud of being Nagoya
University's student after knowing that the Supreme Court
Justice Hiroharu Kitagawa is a former Nagoya University's
student.

After a short time discussion with the Supreme Court
Research Judges | am more deeply understanding a
Jurisdiction and Procedure of Japanese Courts in both
Criminal and Civil cases. After that we went to see the
Library and Courtroom of the Supreme Court. It was a great
modern Courtroom that | have never seen before.

The second day, Thursday July 27 we went to the United
Nation Asea and Far East Institute for the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (UNAFEI). After
watching a video about the activities of the institute |
understand the aim of the institute in development of
Criminal Justice System in Asia and the Pacific Region. |
found that there are at least 9 legal officers from Cambodia
who have participated in the training course in the institute.
| hope the participants help developing Criminal Justice
System in Cambodia.

The same day afternoon, at 2 pm we went to see the Diet
Building and the National Diet Library. It is a huge building
and beautiful surrounding that | have never seen before.

The third day, Friday July 28, at 10 am we went to the
Judicial Training Institute of the Supreme Court. There |
had an opportunity to listen a brief report about outline of
the Legal Training Institute of Japan. It makes me more
clearly understand about legal training system of Japan and
| also had an opportunity to see the wonderful facilities in
the Institute.

At last | want to specify that during three days of my trip
in Tokyo besides of gaining knowledge of Japanese legal
system, | also had a great opportunity to see huge building
and beautiful surrounding government offices above-
mentioned.

I am so grateful to Prof. Ono and Prof. Osawa, who
organized the Special Joint-Seminar Tour to Tokyo, for
affording me the chance to see such historical places above-
mentioned and more understanding Japanese legal system
and of course for organizing a wonderful dinner for our
group.

| also would like to say thanks to JICA, which gave me a
financial support for the trip to Tokyo and for my whole
study in Japan.

* Student of the LL.M. Special Program from
Cambodia.
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