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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to discuss what is needed in teaching Japanese for
Specific Purposes at universities with a focus on teaching academic writing, based on: 1)
findings of previous studies; 2) my teaching experience; and 3) the results of analysis of
that experience.

The article first establishes a definition of Japanese for academic purposes,
referring to similar studies on English for Academic Purposes. Based on that definition,
we explain the state of teaching Japanese for Specific Purposes at Nagoya University
Research and Education Center for Japanese Law.

The article then introduces the concept of a “schema for academic writing” based
on all knowledge and skills acquired during academic activities. These skills are necessary
for learners to cultivate during their learning of academic writing. Using that schema,
Muraoka (2014) established a hypothesis, namely that academic writing skills are
acquired only after learners are able to evaluate text, focusing on its structure and logic
properly. Based on this hypothesis, we report on the practical education in Japanese
academic writing classes which were offered at a Japanese University. In classes at the
university, we used “text analysis tasks” to raise students’ text evaluation and meta
recognition ability on their own.

Thirdly, we report on the several students’ reflections on academic writing. These

students learned academic writing by way of “text analysis tasks.” We also analyze the
reflections of three professors who were formerly international students at Japan and who
now teach at universities both inside and outside Japan.
Consequently, we obtained four perspectives that were helpful in the formation of the
academic writing schema; 1) cultivating a meta-perspective, 2) developing self-reflection
and a collaborative attitude, 3) developing written communication skills in various genres
required of professionals in real world, and 4) continuing extensive learning.
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Move 1 Establishing a territory
Step 1 Claiming centrality
and/or
Step 2 Making topic generalization(s)
and/or
Step 3 Reviewing items of previous research ‘L
Declining
rhetorical
effort
Move 2 Establishing a niche
Step 1A Counter-claiming
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Step 1B Indicating a gap
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Step 1C  Question-raising
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Step 1D  Continuing a tradition Weakening
knowledge
claims
Move 3 Occupying the niche
Step 1A Outlining purposes
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Step 1B Announcing present research
Step 2 Announcing principal findings
Step 3 Indicating RA structure v
Increasing
explicitness

1 A CARS model for article introduction (Swales,1990: p.141)
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