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< Foreword <

On the Launching of the Asian Law Bulletin

AIKYO Masanori"

For legal scholars in Japan, legal study focusing on Asian countries had
not been popular for a long time. When | intended to study Vietnamese law at
my graduate school, my professors and seniors advised me not to pursue that
path because Asian law was not a mainstream subject. The most important
reason was because there was no job opportunity for researchers in Asian law.

The way legal scholarship developed in Japan has not changed very
much up till now. But the younger generation legal scholars today are aware
of the importance of doing research in laws of Asian countries and have the
courage to pursue this research mission. This is becoming a new academic
trend.

Several factors led to this substantive change. First, the time has come
that it is becoming indispensable in the Japanese scholarship, both in
academic and professional terms, to study laws of Asian countries and not
only the laws of western countries in the traditional Japanese academic
context. Second, for the younger generation scholars, Asia itself is an
extremely fascinating region. They discover the great significance of their
in-depth engagement with the region. Third, it is undeniable that legal
assistance programs implemented by Japanese government to support legal
reform in countries in Asia throughout the last 20 years resulted in the
dispatch of a significant number of legal practitioners to these countries. They
have accumulated significant research and knowledge about laws in Asia.

Asia being a society of law in its diverse forms coexisting with
Confucianism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam is indeed a region that
should have been shining like jewels for the pursuits of legal study.

Moreover, an ASEAN Economic Community has been launched since
2015. As a result, it is expectable that the situation of law in Asia will go
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through dramatic transformation. After the European Union was launched, the
situation of law in Europe went through dramatic changes. In the same way,
the establishment of the ASEAN Economic Community will bring with it
significant impacts not only on the world of business but also upon the way
political and social lives evolve as well as on the legal circle in the region. It is
now the imperative of the time that rules accompanying the globalization of
the contemporary world, including those related to the rule of law, good
governance, democracy, etc, be set up and promoted in Asia with no room for
holding back.

That being said, most of ASEAN States Members used to have difficult
histories of being colonized or occupied by the West and Japan. And many of
them remain to be at the developing country status, having to make hard
efforts to move on with their economic development and democratization.

ASEAN countries are also very diverse in historical and social
backgrounds. Down-to-earth efforts to conduct well-organized research in
each of these countries are indispensable.

Since its establishment, CALE has created a large cooperation network
with universities, research institutes, ministries of justice and other state
institutions in Asian and ASEAN countries. Many scholars and professionals
in these Asian countries also graduated and earned a degree from Nagoya
University.

Making use of these Asian legal research networks to disseminate
information related to laws in Asian countries is a very precious effort.

The ALB is launched in response to the needs of the time. Using the
modern medium of an online journal, it can promote mobility and offer easy
accessibility to many people who are interested in Asia. This is an extremely
important mission.

I hope the ALB will be widely used by people in the world and it will
help us depict the “present” of the law of countries in Asia.
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