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Abstract

This paper examines the significance, achievements and issues of the Supreme Council
for Consultation and Recommendations (SCCR) in Cambodia. SCCR was established in 2018
following the general election in which the Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) won all the
parliamentary seats in the National Assembly, for the first time in 25 years.

Since its establishment, SCCR, consisting of members from 16 small political parties, has
been playing a role as an advisor to the Cambodian government. Its fundamental role includes
initiating policies, enactments of necessary law and regulations as well as giving
recommendations to the government. It also monitors the enforcement of national and local
laws and policies of all government agencies to eliminate passiveness and anomalies.

This paper firstly provides a brief overview of the SCCR, its members, roles and
relationships with the government. It then examines the significances and achievements over
the past years. For example, a dialogue between the government and different political party
leaders in SCCR has been maintained, thereby somewhat contributing to the democracy in the
country as well as to strengthening accountability by the government to the people. Lastly, it;
however, analyzes issues related to the SCCR. It argues that there are issues in the system and
practice. For instance, the establishment of SCCR has, in turn, further weakened a “checking”

role of the National Assembly on the government in the parliamentary system of Cambodia.
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